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WeLearn Creates Meaningful Classrooms
District Is Committed to Initiative to Bolster Collaboration

WeLearn, the initiative to
bolster student communication
and collaboration to create a more
meaningful learning environment, is
being rolled out this school year.
The effort, in both the elementary
and the high school, is meant to
support more inquiry-based learning –
a form of learning where the students
pose the questions and problems
rather than being presented with an
established pile of facts. This change, Emily Cooper’s Spanish classroom is among the dozen 21stcentury classrooms in the high school.
which is shown to increase student
curiosity for their school subjects, is
more student-driven. The teacher acts as a coach.
It requires, however, that the students have broad access to information and tools. Thus,
weLearn begins with technology.
In the elementary school, students in grades 1 and 4 have been assigned iPads while
students in grades 5 and 6 have been assigned laptop computers. While the students will
not be allowed to take the devices home, they will be able to use them throughout the
school day for student-driven research and projects. The devices will provide them with
real-time access to information, resources, and tools. One widely-used tool is Google
Drive, the cloud storage for class documents, photos, videos, etc. Some teachers are also
using Google Classroom, an application or “app” that allows students to view assignments,
grades and important announcements from teachers.
“Google Classroom is new this year,” explained Technology Coordinator Megan
Coker. “For those teachers who do use it, their students will be able to see any information
they need. This streamlines communication.”
In the high school, students in grades 7 and 10 will be assigned laptops that they can
Continued on Page 7

Lake George Schools Ranked Best in Region

@LGCSDSuper
Visit us at:
w w w.l k ge o r ge.o r g

Once again, the Albany Business Journal ranked Lake George Central School
District among the top schools in the Capital Region. Of 84 school districts in 11 counties,
Lake George was named No. 12.
The school fared even better when the weekly newspaper considered Common Core
testing scores. In this category, Lake George Elementary School ranked No. 10 of 89
elementary schools in students passing of the new, more rigorous exams. This also placed
Lake George as the No. 1 school in Warren County for the instruction of and performance
on the new standards.
The overall rankings considered schools in Albany, Columbia, Fulton, Greene,
Montgomery, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Schoharie, Warren and Washington
Continued on Page 7

Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today
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Superintendent’s Message
Dear School Community,

I would like to welcome everyone to the 2014-15 school
year. As you know, September offers each of us a fresh
start and I hope you arrived with a sense of commitment
and optimism.
Certainly, at the Lake George Central School District,
there is much to be optimistic about as we embark on
several new initiatives this year.
Here are a few highlights:
•
The entire district will continue its focus on
weLearn, which provides students with more
efficient ways to communicate, collaborate and
create. With access to either an iPad or laptop
computer, students will be better able to do
research, work on group projects, and showcase
their learning in a variety of ways.
•
At the elementary school, the teachers at grades
1-3, with guidance from Curriculum Coordinator
Ginny Mondschein, will implement Reading
Workshop as part of their balanced literacy
programs. Similar in structure to Writing Workshop,
which was put into practice last year K-6, the
Reading Workshop model engages students in
reading books at their independent reading level
to practice reading strategies, develop fluency and
build stamina.
•
The Reading Workshops will dovetail with a new
spelling program, which is based on “Words Their
Way: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary and
Spelling Instruction.”
•
In the high school, teachers spent the summer
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Diane Beaudette
Food Service

Tony Caldaroni
Bus Driver

Lisa Mastrodomenico Justin Nassivera
Physical Education
Food Service
Teacher

in professional development to align their ELA
and math curriculum to the new Common Core
Standards. The curriculum roll-out, already fully
implemented in the elementary school, is expected
to run smoothly.
I am excited about all of these academic programs as
they will help our students to excel in all areas of learning.
In addition to meeting the academic needs of our
students, the care and maintenance of our beautiful
buildings and their grounds is a high priority. The district
is currently working on a master plan to ensure the future
stability of our infrastructure.
The district is also making upgrades to our schools
this year. They include:
•
New carpet in the elementary school.
•
Power to the soccer, baseball, and softball fields
as well as the track on Route 9L, which is a
collaborative effort between the district, National
Grid and parent volunteers.
•
A crosswalk on Canada Street enhancing our
students’ safety as they enter and exit the high
school.
You can keep up-to-date on all the activity by following
me on Twitter at https://twitter.com/LGCSDSuper.
Finally, I would like to offer my best wishes to everyone in
our school community for a happy and fruitful school year.
Sincerely,

Patrick Dee, Superintendent of Schools

Wesley Culver
Cleaner

Trisha O’Connor
Nurse

Sarah Fink
Science Teacher

Julie Gillman
Teaching Assistant

Matt Hull
Coordinator of
Technology Info

Dara Oravsky
Food Service

Mackenzie Riegel
Special Education

Heather Wagemann
Teaching Assistant
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Cruising on
New Carpet
This past summer,
the elementary
school’s hallways were
recarpeted. The pale
green flooring looks
great and feels good
under foot.

Literacy Continues to Grow Strong with New Reading Workshops
Last year, the elementary
The reading and writing
school boosted literacy learning with
workshops were developed at
a new writing workshop program
Teachers College Reading and Writing
that immersed students in prolific
Project, Columbia University. Mrs.
writing activities at every grade level
Mondschein, who has participated
throughout the school year.
for a number of years in the college’s
This year, the school is beginning
staff development offerings, returned
a shift to a new reading workshop
this past summer to receive intensive
program by piloting it in grades 1 to
training in the latest reading workshop
3. Like writing workshop, reading
methods. In July, she and fellow
workshop begins with a short ministaff developer Val Falco provided a
lesson that has an explicit teaching
week-long professional development
point. The workshop progresses into a
workshop for teachers in grades 1-3.
long stretch of independent reading time Above, Mr. Jeff Allen teaches a mini-lesson to third graders. Be- Mrs. Mondschein is now working
low, two girls are teamed up to read together.
when students practice building their
inside the classrooms alongside
stamina as readers. They use their word
teachers, assisting and coaching during
attack and comprehension strategies
this piloting year.
while reading books that are “just right”
The reading program is enhanced
for them.
by a new word work program, “Words
Students then meet with partners
Their Way” by Donald R. Bear.
to talk about their books and read
Implemented in grades K-6 this year,
together, concluding with a whole group
the program is designed to address
sharing activity. Teachers meet with
individual student developmental
guided reading and strategy groups
needs in phonics, vocabulary and
and confer with individual students to
spelling instruction.
address the needs of their readers. The
“The reading and writing
kids keep track of the number of books
workshops and the new spelling
they read with a book log, and set goals
program complement each other
for themselves as readers, helping them
beautifully,” said Mrs. Mondschein.
to become sharper and stronger readers.
“There are opportunities to teach word work in our reading and
“The kids are happy learners,” said Virginia Mondschein.
writing workshops as well as during daily word-work sessions.
“They are being matched to books – books they care about and
Whenever we can interconnect literacy learning throughout our
can read at school and at home. This will gradually guide students
balanced literacy blocks, it inevitably helps to strengthen our
to take on more responsibility for their own learning and support
students ability to develop their word knowledge.”
their independence as readers”
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Receive School Delays and Closings Via Text

Instead of watching the TV on snowy mornings, sign up for text
alerts for immediate information on school delays and closings.
The moment we close or delay our schools due to weather or
emergency situations, it will be sent to your cell phone via one of
these two services:
• Channel 13, Go to Channel 13’s website (http://wnyt.com/)
click on Weather and then Closings & Delays.
• Channel 6, Go to Channel 6’s website (http://www.cbs6albany..
com/), click on Weather and then Closings & Delays.

Jennifer Cornell Chosen as Teacher of the Week
FBLA Competes and Wins in Nashville
The Lake George Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
business presentation team, comprised of Cora Connolly, Jason
Elicker, and Lexie Meyer, placed fifth at the National FBLA
Leadership Conference in Nashville.
Competing against 98 teams, the three won for its informational
presentation on the Affordable Care Act. For the competition,
Cora, Jason and Lexie were allotted seven minutes to present the
facts on the new health care law. The judges were then allowed
three minutes to ask questions.
“All students did an outstanding job preparing for their events,”
said business teacher and FBLA Adviser Mrs. Brenda Hoffmann.
“We couldn’t be more proud.”

Jennifer Cornell,
a 7-12 Spanish
teacher, was chosen
as Teacher of the
Week and received
a plaque from TCT
Federal Credit Union
and The Point, 100.3
FM radio station,
recognizing her
for commitment
to excellence in
education and giving
special attention to
her students.

Yearbook Information Is on Facebook

We are on Facebook!
Like us at Lake George Jr.Sr. High School Yearbook
today! You can also find
important information,
links, and due dates on our
website from the school
home page.
For more information
visit, Facebook or our website.
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Michele
Niedermeyer at the high school.
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Scholarship Association Phone-a-Thon Set for
January 2015

The Lake George Scholarship Association will conduct its 18th
Annual Phone-a-Thon on January 8, 2015, from 4 to 8 p.m. The
Lake George National Senior Honor Society students will phone
community members to ask for donations for scholarships that are
later awarded to deserving seniors.
Donors may pay on-line by credit card or they may use a pledge
card.
For more information, please refer to the website at www.
lgscholarship.org or call the Guidance Office at 668-5452.
NOVEMBER 2014
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Modified Football Team Was Undefeated

Elementary Students Perform on November 15

The WarEagle modified football team was undefeated this season, 6-0. With a roster
of 40 athletes, the team’s future looks very bright.

Lake George continues to maintain a strong musical presence
in the local music teacher’s association. Come hear our students
along with students from nine other schools when they present
their concert at the Washington County Area Music Teacher’s
Association All-County Chorus Festival at 3 p.m. Saturday, Nov.
15, at Whitehall Central School.
The WCAMTA All-County Choral Festival is held every
November and includes the finest singers from 10 area schools.
In addition to Lake George, Argyle, Bolton, Cambridge, Fort
Ann, Fort Edward, Granville, Greenwich, Hartford, Salem and
Whitehall participate.
Elementary music teacher, Mr. Kenneth Schenk, auditioned
numerous students who were interested in trying out. Students
learn their musical selections with Mr. Schenk and then travel to
Whitehall to rehearse with the whole group and present a concert.

Earn College Credits in Clean Technology

Exceptional Regional Art on Display

Clean Technology & Sustainable Industries Early College
High School Information Night was held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 6, at Hudson Valley Community College’s TECSMART facility in the Saratoga Technology and Energy Park in
Malta.
The information night provided information for current eighth
and tenth graders who will be able to enroll in September 2015.
Incoming juniors (Fall 2015) learned about the two-year Early
College High School program where students pursue college
coursework and gain real-world experience in the career fields of
clean energy, computer information science, nanotechnology and
entrepreneurship, graduating with up to 24 college credits.
Incoming freshman (Fall 2015) learned about the NYS P-TECH
Early College High School program that offers an opportunity
to complete an Associate’s Degree in the aforementioned career
fields.
For more information, contact your child’s guidance counselor.

The Lake George High
School Senior Art Club
hosted the Lake George
Invitational Juried Art Show
at The Shirt Factory Gallery
in Glens Falls from Oct. 10
to Nov. 8.
After jurying more
than 100 pieces of artwork,
Lake George High School senior, Ian
a total of 70 pieces were
Quillinan’s, photograph of a motorcycle was
selected for the exhibit that included in the exhibit.
showcased exceptional
regional high school art in all areas of photography and digital
media including graphic design from Lake George, Galway,
Argyle, North Warren and Glens Falls. Animation and game
development from the Southern Adirondack Education Center in
Hudson Falls was also on display. The show was made possible in
part through a grant from the Lake George Rotary.
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Duncan Mularz, Engineering for the Future

Duncan Mularz is a natural leader.
As president of his class since 8th grade, the senior is now president of Student Council. In that role, Duncan not only
directs the membership of the council, but he sets the tone for other school organizations.
“Student Council is suppose to be the leader of other organizations in the school,” said the honors student. “The
council takes any school problems to the principal who can bring them to the board. A few years ago, the council talked
to the principal about the cafeteria food. That led to hiring Chef (Larry) Young.”
Duncan’s ability to affect change will likely carry through to his future. As an engineering student with WSWHE
BOCES New Visions program, Duncan hopes for a career in either material or forensic engineering. He aspires to
attending Massachusetts Institute of Technology or Dartmouth College. However, Clarkson University has waived all
applications fee for him and he has won the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute’s
medal, which will provide Duncan with a grant if he decides to attend there.
“I consider MIT and Dartmouth my reach schools,” said Duncan. “But the
other schools would be fine too.”
It is likely he will be accepted to MIT or Dartmouth as Duncan is a serious
student. As a member of National Honor Society, he is enrolled in advanced
placement English, physics and calculus as well as
Model Organization of American States, which is
comparable to an AP social studies course.
As a student athlete, he has played soccer, basketball and baseball. While he had to skip
soccer this season, as he is injured, he’s working hard with a trainer to come back strong for
basketball and baseball. He is also on track to become a member of Varsity Club.
Duncan, the son of teachers Marc and Cathy Mularz and big brother to Clark, also
volunteers. He helps out at the annual Dance Marathon at South Glens Falls’ South High.
He also signs up to work at the Bands ‘n’ Beans and the Soup ‘R’ Bands benefits at Roaring
Brook Ranch. One raises money for the Lake George Arts Project, the other for the Upstate
New York Autism Alliance.
When asked how he balances it all, he said he plans out his week. More importantly, he
said, “I make sure I get enough sleep.”

Regional Advocacy Priorities for 2014-15

The Lake George Central School District continues to be dedicated to advocacy for the
students of Lake George Central School and of New York State.
Rising costs have outpaced revenue in regional schools resulting in significant reductions
to critical components of their annual school budgets. For many districts, that has meant the
loss of teachers, support staff and administrators; increasing class sizes; fewer programs for
students; reductions in non-mandated opportunities such as advanced courses, electives, fine arts and school sports; the reduction or
elimination of early education and summer programs; and foregoing facility repairs and improvements.
These losses come at a time when public schools are being asked to do more for students than
ever before, so they can succeed in college and 21st-century careers.
This is a disturbing trend that must be addressed. Therefore, the Lake George School Board
Stand Up for
of Education will address regional advocacy priorities for the 2014-15 school year beginning
Upstate Schools
with a resolution at its November meeting.
Regional Advocacy
Immediate action must be taken in these areas to prevent long-term negative effects on the
quality of public education for children in Lake George schools.

January 22, 2015

Saratoga Springs
High School
1 Blue Streak Blvd
Saratoga Springs
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How You Can Help

Consider representing the Lake George School District at the Stand Up for Upstate Schools
regional advocacy event on Thursday, January 22, 2015, at Saratoga Springs High School, 1 Blue
Streak Blvd., Saratoga Springs.
Please visit our advocacy page on the district website at www.lkgeorge.org for more
information including legislators’ addresses and for sample letters that can be sent to them.
NOVEMBER 2014
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Use of iPads, Laptops
Fosters Creativity

Continued from Page 1
take home. The high school also added three more “Classroom
21” rooms. The classrooms of 7th grade science teacher Eric
Rosenbrock and Spanish teachers Emily Cooper and Jennifer
Cornell were outfitted with laptops and the portable desks,
which enhance collaboration among students. This brings the
total of high-tech classrooms in the Jr.-Sr. High School to 12.
Of course, students here too will continue to have access to
a wide variety of programs and tools, including Google Drive
and the new Google Classroom.
“From my point of view, technology is a tool,” said Mrs.
Coker. “The right tool makes learning more meaningful and
purposeful. WeLearn is about giving students choices in
learning, to create an authentic learning environment.”
Access to the technology will support students through
their research and provide a more creative and meaningful
presentation options. Students will no longer be limited to
written papers. Rather, they can show their research via video,
the storytelling software Prezi, or in yet another way of their
choosing.
“The students decide how to share what they learn,” said
Mrs. Coker. “They consider their audience and decide from
there.”
To get to this point, Mrs. Coker, with the help of Library
Media Specialists Bridget Crossman and Sarah Olson, led
professional development seminars to help teachers with the
technology and the change in instruction. Mrs. Coker said she
will continue professional development throughout the school
year. Future sessions will be teacher-driven events, where best
practices are built and shared.
“We are so focused on having the students direct their
learning, but I think we should do this for the teachers too,” said
Mrs. Coker. “We want their learning to be meaningful too.”

Lake George’s Tax Rate One
of the Lowest in the Region

Continued from Page 1
counties. Journal reporters reviewed data that tracked several
factors including SAT and New York State Regents scores
and graduation rates.
In addition, the Lake George School District taxes
were ranked among the lowest in the area. At $1,978 for
a $300,000 home, Lake George School District tax bill
continues to be one of the lowest in the 11-county region.
Superintendent of Schools Patrick Dee is proud the school
is able to accomplishment so much for its students while
keeping costs down.
“Year after year, in an unbiased look at district data, Lake
George comes out on top,” said Mr. Dee. “Needless to say,
I’m pleased with the results.”
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Hannah Wilson, Hitting the Books
Hannah Wilson knows what she likes – books.
“I love that we get a lot of reading time,” said the 5th grader from
Erik Hoover’s classroom. “We have silent reading time, time to read
with Mr. Hoover. We read passages from a book and if we see a
Spanish word we have to find the English translation. I love doing that.
Sometimes we write about what we read.”
While not thrilled with writing, Hannah loves spelling and
practicing grammar.
“We get packets on grammar. I like doing them,” she said. “It’s the
beginning of the school year so we
are just getting into it.”
Hannah relishes more than
words. The daughter of James and
Amanda Wilson also enjoys the
flute. She practices religiously and
was selected in 4th grade to take
part in the New York State School
Music Association’s festival – an
honor as the event is generally reserved for advanced music students,
a rank she accomplished in just one year of lessons. While that went
well, she prefers her school music classes with Ms. Susan Mason.
“It’s very rewarding to play an instrument here,” said Hannah. “As
you learn new things, you get belts, then beads, streamers and other
stuff.”
Her devotion to the instrument is also demonstrated by her
additional hour-long music lessons, taught by Miss Stephanie
Schneider at the Glens Falls Music Academy. She is also a member of
the after school band for 5th and 6th graders. In band, she enjoys the
interaction with the older students who have experience performing
together.
“Right now we are working on setting up and warm-ups,” she said.
“Soon, we will be playing songs. We are getting ready for the winter
concert.”
Hannah still reserves plenty of energy for sports. She is a
midfielder and defender in soccer, which her dad coaches, as well
as a pitcher and shortstop in softball. During the winter, she likes
snowboarding and skiing with the school’s Ski
Club. Her sister, Grace, follows closely in
Hannah’s footsteps – playing all the same
sports and the flute.
“I’m not sure Grace will like flute, but
she is starting out with it like me,” she said.
Finally, Hannah cares for a menagerie –
two hamsters, two fish, two cats and two
dogs.
“My main job is cleaning the
hamster cage,” she said. “My sister
doesn’t like to do that.”
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Speaker Empowers Students
By Lexi Parker, Senior

After being in the high school for six years, I have attended a
lot of morning assemblies. Lately it has been depressing stories
of bullying and hardship, which - don’t get me wrong- have been
phenomenal. All of the past speakers have opened Lake George’s
eyes to bullying and how the district can help prevent such
tragedies. However, it’s not the most cheerful way to start a school
year. This year, I had heard that we were trying to book some guy
named Chris Bowers, but I was not aware of what I was going to
be involved in. So when I innocently walked into the auditorium
just like any other day and took my usual seat in the front row, I
was waiting for what I thought would be just another “speaker.”
Boy, was I wrong! When Mr. Bowers walked onto the stage, I
remember thinking, “Well, this is going to be good.” Here stood a
man who was completely full of life, and no one could escape his
infectious energy. When he made us all stand up to sing, dance,
and make ourselves look like complete fools, I saw even the most
reserved students singing at the top of their lungs. There was not
one person who did not stick their butts out while screaming,
“I’m singing in the rain.” Then there were his stories. I have never
laughed as hard as I did during his “Wire in the Nose” story.
However, they weren’t just stories. They were ways to help you
get through life. He wasn’t just there to make you laugh; he was
giving everyone in that auditorium a way to get through all of the
high school drama.
After sitting there for an hour listening to everything Mr.

Bowers had to say
about life, I can
honestly say that
I felt like I could
conquer the world.
He showed us
that you shouldn’t
be afraid to try
something because
of what someone
else will think
of you, and that
failure is an option. Youth motivational speaker and comedian, Chris Bowers,
Students from all inspires Lake George students.
different grade
levels seemed to have the same reaction that I did.
Sophomore Clark Mularz said, “He was awesome! He kept the
audience alive and interested throughout the entire presentation.”
“He was hysterical!” exclaimed junior Kerry Walker, “His use
of comedy kept the attention of the entire school, while at the same
time teaching us about important life lessons.”
As for me, I laughed to the point where I thought my insides
would explode. I proudly left school that day with my very own
Chris Bowers tee shirt and yellow smiley face tie.
After six years, I can honestly say that Chris Bowers was by
far the best speaker Lake George has ever had. For all of you out
there that didn’t get the pleasure of experiencing Mr. Bowers, I
have one simple piece of advice:“Don’t tug on the wire.”

