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District Tops Buffalo Business First’s List

Newspaper Names Lake George Best in Warren/Washington Counties
Buffalo Business
‘This ranking once again First, a Buffalo-based
business journal, has
demonstrates that the listed the Lake George
Central School District as
number 10 in a ranking
Lake George Central
of 84 Capital Region
School Districts and 55
out of 430 school districts School District is doing throughout upstate New
amazing things for its
York.
In addition, the
district was rated as
students.’
the top school district in
Warren and Washington
—Patrick Dee
Counties.
Superintendent of Schools
“I can’t tell you
how proud I am of our
ranking,” said Superintendent Patrick Dee. “Along with our Jr.-Sr. High School being
named a Reward School by the state, this ranking once again demonstrates that the Lake
George Central School District is doing amazing things for its students.”
Mr. Dee credits his faculty, staff, administrators and students who work diligently to
consistently achieve high marks as well as the wonderful partnership that exists between
home and school.
“Absent a strong home/school partnership, achievements such as these would be all
the more difficult,” said Mr. Dee.
In ranking schools, the weekly publication took into consideration two things:
graduation rates and four years of state test scores supplied by the New York State
Department of Education.
For the last 21 years, Buffalo Business First has ranked its city schools. Last year, it
began its evaluation of schools statewide.
To see ranking of other area schools, please go to this link: http://www.bizjournals.
com/buffalo/feature/schools/2012-2013-guide-to-upstate-school.html.

Leighann Bulich, Hannah O’Connell Are Teens of Excellence

Two Lake George High School students have been selected as honorees for the
2013 Teen Excellence Awards.
Sponsored by The Post-Star, the distinction has recognized Leighann Bulich and
Hannah O’Connell.
The teens were selected among hundreds of area high school students. The judges
selected winners based solely on their accomplishments. Names and hometowns remained
anonymous through the selection process.
All 20 of the honorees will be featured in a commemorative special section of The
Post-Star that will be published on Wednesday, February 27th. A full list of the honorees
has already appeared in The Post-Star and has been posted on poststar.com.
In addition, the honorees will be feted at an awards breakfast on Wednesday,
March 6th, at the Queensbury Hotel in Glens Falls. Those who would like to attend the
breakfast must make reservations. They can be accepted by mail by with the reservation
form that is printed in The Post-Star or by going online to www.poststar.com/teen.
The deadline for reservations is Friday, March 1st.

Preparing Tomorrow’s Leaders Today
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Superintendent’s Message
On behalf of the Community Relations Committee, I wanted to
take a moment to thank those who attended and participated in
our recent Community Roundtable with the Board of Education.

from the Roundtable discussions and will be working to address
specific issues. In addition, we are planning a procedure to
respond to questions that were posed at the tables.

The intent of the evening was to continue an open dialogue
with the Board and provide the opportunity to allow the
community to chat with Board members in a relaxed and informal
atmosphere.

Please be looking for additional information in the upcoming
News and Views as well as through our eblasts.

The members of the Board addressed many questions that are
important to our families and community members. We discussed
academics, advocacy, budget and finance, communications,
extracurricular activities and school culture.
We hope that participants found the evening beneficial. The
Board and the administration did as we sincerely appreciate the
feedback from everyone in the community.
Please know, the committee is reviewing information gleaned

We certainly appreciate the community’s willingness to take
time from busy schedules to share ideas and concerns. We hope
to host additional opportunities for conversation in the future and
hope that you could attend.
With thanks,

Patrick Dee
Superintendent of Schools

Board Hosts Meetings on 2013-14 Budget

Seventh graders Allyson Reynolds, left, and
Grace Harris enjoy the newly opened deli, soup
and salad bar at the Lake George Jr.-Sr. High
School. The offering, on a trial run, is among a
number of healthful changes made to the cafeteria
since last fall.

Senior Mason Vreugde’s zentangle pencil drawing
“Tangled” has been accepted into “Talent Unlimited,” a literary magazine showcasing artwork and
writings of the region’s gifted high school students.
The publication, produced and coordinated by the
WSWHE BOCES Gifted and Talented Resource
Center, was selected to join 50 other works of art
that were among hundreds submitted. Mason, who
created the piece in Katherine Casey’s advanced
graphic design class, said he enjoyed this particular drawing technique as it’s free-wheeling and
fun. The result is realistic, but abstract.
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The Board of Education of the Lake George Central School District will host three
more public meetings to discuss the 2013-14 school budget.
In addition to the usual three workshops (non-instructional, instructional and
revenues) that present the actual budget figures, the district held an additional meeting on
January 14 that centered on buildings and grounds and transportation costs. The district
plans another special meeting on Tuesday, February 26, which will focus on instructional
needs.
The three regular budget workshops have already begun. The first took place on
Tuesday, January 29. Two more will follow on March 19 and March 26. All meetings will
be conducted at 7 p.m. in the high school auditorium, Mountain Drive, and will provide as
much up-to-date budget information as is available.
The remaining schedule of budget meetings is:
Tuesday, February 26: Elementary School Principal James Conway, Jr.-Sr. High
School Principal Francis Cocozza and Athletic Director Mark Bleibtrey will give an
overview of current instructional and athletic programs. They will address such topics as
program changes resulting from budget cuts, items that have been restored, and additional
items needed for student success. As with the non-instructional meeting on January 14,
this will be a time for the Board of Education to have a dialogue with administrators prior
to reviewing the proposed budget, with time at the end of the meeting set aside for public
comment.
Tuesday, March 19: Regular budget workshop focused on instructional expenditures.
Information from the February 26 meeting will be incorporated into the proposed budget.
Any updates made to the non-instructional budget proposal will be reviewed at this time.
Tuesday, March 26: Regular budget workshop focused on revenues. The tax levy
limit calculation will be reviewed, as will other revenue sources and reserve and fund
balance projections.
“The Board of Education and district administration feel that the additional meetings
are necessary, and will provide an opportunity for the Board of Education to discuss budget
issues with department and building leaders. These conversations will provide additional
information and direction as we construct our 2013-2014 budget proposal.” said Business
Manager Kate DuBois. “As a bonus, the additional meetings will provide the public with
more information on district operations and the budget process.”
More information on the budget meetings is available by calling the business
manager’s office at 668-5455, Ext. 1205.
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Teachers Have Professional Development Opportunities
When it comes to the Common Core State Standards,
Lake George teachers are keeping up their knowledge and
spirits thanks to a number of professional development
sessions scheduled for the 2012-2013 school year. A
number of these workshops involve visiting educational
consultants, as well as the district’s own Curriculum
Coordinator Kelly Buckley.
“We researched all of these consultants,” said Ms.
Buckley. “We’ve gotten the right people to meet the needs
of our district.”
Here’s a run through of the variety of sessions
scheduled in the district:
• Val Falco, an experienced teacher from Bethlehem
Central School District, offered a one-day session on
ELA, with a specific focused on interactive read-alouds
and literature circles. The workshop was designed for
teachers in grades 2 to 6, and included a focus on student
participation during reading alouds and literature circles,
as well as selecting appropriate literature.
• Betty Barrett, a retired math teacher from Hudson
Falls, offered a two-day session for the teachers in grades
5 and 6. She shared methods to differentiate mathematics
instruction based on individual student needs. This aligns
with the district’s efforts to deliver the higher level of math
instruction that is indicated by the Common Core State
Standards.
• Tom Childers, from the Common Core Institute,
offered a full day session for the high school teachers,
discussing curriculum changes and the timeline for the
Common Core State Standards. The 7th and 8th grade
teachers have already adopted the new standards. Their
participation allowed those teachers to share their
experience with the standards. Tom presented to the
entire faculty in the morning, and then visited individual
departments to work with small groups of teachers during
the afternoon.
• Jean Tribuzzi, a member of the Heidi Hayes Jacobs’
Curriculum 21 Team, will offer a one-day session in
March centered on the Common Core Standards and
classroom instruction.
• Courtney Jablonski and Mike De Caprio, from the
Race-to-the-Top BOCES Network Team, are spending
four days working within the district – two in the
elementary school and two in the high school, working
with small groups of teachers. Courtney and Mike are
able to share information communicated at their NYS
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Courtney Jablonski, a member of the Race-to-the-Top BOCES Network Team,
is spending four days within the district to help teachers keep abreast of the
Common Core Curriculum.

Education Department training and keep our teachers up
to date on the rigor and expectations for the Common Core
Curriculum and upcoming assessments.
• Ms. Buckley and District Technology Coordinator
Megan Coker offered a one-day session with 7th and 8th
grade teachers, helping them to incorporate technology
into the new standards, a requirement of the common core.
• Ms. Buckley and Ms. Coker will offer a follow-up
to the session in the spring. Teachers will report on the
success and challenges associated with implementing their
technology projects within the classroom.
• Ms. Buckley presented a two-day session in the
elementary school with the art, music, foreign language
and gym teachers on integrating curriculum. The
specialists spent time working with the English Language
Arts maps created by the classroom teachers and looking
for opportunities to make connections between the ELA
instruction and the special area instruction.
• Finally, Ms. Buckley offered a January session with
teachers in grades K-8 on updating curriculum maps for
mathematics. Teachers will work to update their maps
based on the first half of the year of instruction and adjust
their maps accordingly.
“With all the changes in curriculum, professional
development is so important right now,” said Ms. Buckley.
“There are a lot of challenges for the teachers with the
adoption of the Common Core State Standards. We want
to ensure the teachers are informed and feel they are
being supported because they are the ones working in the
trenches. So far, all of the professional development has
been both successful and informative.”
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We hope to stay in touch with the teachers
throughout the year as to how the lessons are
going and the waste management measures are
doing.
Talking Trash and Going Green
Students in environmental science took on a
real-world simulation challenge in November. The
class, in groups of three students, became part
of a fictitious corporation that was proposing a
100 percent self-sustainable “green” warehouse
and corporate headquarters project to a group of
investors: Mr. Francis Cocozza, Mr. Cody Conley,
Mr. Patrick Dee, Mrs. Robin Weber, Mrs. Sarah Olson
and Mrs. Karen Pound.
The groups each took a segment of the proposal
(why go green, green building, green electricity,
green vehicles and conservation measure) and put
together a whole-class presentation that involved
visuals, models, handouts and verbal presentation.
As part of the assignment, students also had to
reach out to community members for advice and
information.
Currently, students in environmental science
are working on lesson plans that will be taught to
teachers in Liberia to use in their classrooms.
The project started with Mrs. Olson’s presentation
of her husband’s trip to Liberia and time was spent
looking at the waste (trash) problem in this country
with little infrastructure.
After the presentation, students spent time
working together in the library doing research on
trash in Liberia, in Africa, in the United States, and
around the world. The purpose of the research
was to find out information about current waste
management measures and to brainstorm other
alternatives.
From here students chose partners and began
planning a lesson for the Liberian teachers. Students
are planning lessons that are centered around
recycling, composting and the dangers of uncaredfor waste. Student will be providing visuals, reading,
supplies, and step-by-step lessons for the Liberian
teachers.
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National Geographic Bee
Casey Collins and Zachary Layton were the top
scorers for the 5th and 6th graders and the 7th and 8th
graders respectively at the local National Geographic
Bee.
Their wins qualified both students to take the next
step: a written exam, which, if they do well, will allow
them to compete on the state level. However, Zachary’s
family will be out of town during the state competition,
set for April 5 at the New York State Museum in
Albany. Therefore Cameron Hood, who placed second
in the 7th and 8th grade competition, will take the
qualifying test.
In addition to the National Geographic Bee, ten
students in grades 7 and 8 will compete in the Thinking
Cap Quiz Bowl. To prepare for the bowl, students have
arrived early every Wednesday morning to practice
together as team since October. Recently, a 5th and 6th
grade team was formed.
At the bowl, the students will vie for the Northeast
Regional Title by competing against other regional
schools.
Emily Frost Out of Africa

Emily Frost, a former member of the Peace Corps,
will speak with students in high school classrooms this
month.
The Brandeis University grad and daughter of
French teacher Susan Frost, Emily has just completed
a two-year Peace Corps service in the French-speaking
Burkina Faso in West Africa.
She will address students in Michelle Elder’s
10th grade Global Studies class as well as Nathalie
Martineau’s 11th and 12th grade French classes.
Last year, Mrs. Frost’s French class followed
Emily’s blog (en francais) and Skyped with her from the
classroom.
Calling All Kindergarteners
Lake George Elementary School will be hosting
registration for new Kindergarteners for the 2013-14
school year during the week of April 29 - May 3, 2013.
Children who will be five years old on or before
FEBRUARY 2013
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December 1, 2013 and whose primary residence is
within the Lake George School District are eligible to
be enrolled.
Student Registration forms are available on the
District website at www.lkgeorge.org.
A “Welcome to Kindergarten” information
meeting will be held, for parents/guardians only, on
Wednesday, April 17, at 6:30pm in the “Little Theater”
at the Elementary School.
More information is available by contacting
Stefanie Smith, Kindergarten Round-up Coordinator, at
668-5714 or smiths@lkgeorge.org.
Fall Teams Named Student Athletes
The boys’ varsity soccer and the girls’ volleyball
teams qualified for the New York State Public High
School Athletic Association’s Scholar Athlete Team
Awards.
In order to qualify, the team’s academic average
must be 90 or above.
One of the primary goals of the athletic program at
Lake George is to produce elite student athletes.
In addition to the teams that qualified for the award,
senior and midfield soccer player Mason Vruedge was
named Post Star Player of the Year. He was also named
to the All-New York State soccer team.

International, which was a big success. Cabaret Club is
having a blast as usual.
Finally, preparations for New York State School
Music Association are already underway. We are
keeping busy to say the least.
PTSO Plans Benefit at Cooper’s Cave
Benefit Night for the Lake George PTSO will take
place from 5 to 9 p.m. on Monday, March 4th, at the
Coopers Cave Restaurant in Glens Falls.
A total of 15 percent of each check will be donated
to the Lake George PTSO. However, in order to receive
the benefit, diners must indicate to the hostess that they
are part of the group.
No reservations are accepted.
More information is available by emailing Maura
Huntz at maurahb12@gmail.com.
We look forward to seeing you at this event.
Spanish Speakers Only Please

Enjoying the Sound of Music
This has been an exciting year for the music
department. The choruses did a fantastic job at the
concert in November with the senior chorus featuring
their annual Broadway Medley with music from “Rent”
and the junior chorus exhibiting the best junior chorus
sound that Ms. Catherine Reid can remember.
The senior select chorus (the Vocal Chords) has
performed its mash-up of “Some Nights” and “Welcome
to the Black Parade” three times; in the concert, the
talent show, and at the Hudson River Music Hall.
Several students participated in Vocal All-County
in Whitehall under the superb direction of John Spiezio.
Sarah Jardine was selected for area All-State for the
second time, which is a high honor.
Our entertainment book fundraiser helped sponsor
our annual trip to New York City. A total of 55 went to
see “Newsies.”
The music department also hosted a three-day
all-school musical workshop with Creative Leaps
LAKE GEORGE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Students who participated in the Spanish Immersion Day spent
the day speaking the language.

Last November, a total of 20 Lake George Spanish
students in grades 9 to 12 joined others from Niskayuna
and Greenville school districts to attend an Immersion
Day at the Rensselaerville Institute.
Throughout the day, students were instructed by
native Spanish-speakers. The day began with a meetand-greet in Spanish and continued with students
rotating to various language learning stations to
participate in a variety of activities. They included
cooking a Spanish meal and performing a play. All of
this was done in Spanish!
For lunch, students feasted on Argentinian
empanadas, rice and beans representative of various
South American countries, and churros from Spain.
¡Qué rico!
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Hahnah Saroff, Loving Lake George
Coming from a large city school district in Tennessee, Hahnah Saroff appreciates the close-knit
feel of Lake George.
“We really get to know each other here,” said the senior. “Because of that, everyone is
community-oriented. We didn’t have that in Knoxville. Students were not involved.”
Hahnah, on the other hand, is. In addition to her course load
that includes AP calculus and AP biology, Hahnah is the secretary
for Student Council. As an officer, she and her fellow office holders
meet montly with Principal Francis Cocozza and Vice Principal Cody
Conley to discuss student concerns.
“Basically, we are the voice of the students,” said Hahnah. “We go
to them to talk about problems. Together, we accomplish what needs to
be done. It’s easy to work with them because they are easy to talk to.”
In addition, the council members take an active role in community service including serving
at the Sacred Heart church dinners, scouring the roads for the Adopt-a-Highway clean up, and
coordinating the spring blood drive.
“I try to participate in as much as I can,” she said.
Hahnah is also a member of National Honor Society, the Spanish Club and the Spanish Honor
Society. She is a team player on the volleyball and basketball teams.
“There is a great group of girls that play both,” said Hahnah. “We are
very close to each other.”
Of course, academics are her main focus. With a concentration on
science and math, she hopes to attend the Albany College of Pharmacy.
“I applied other places but that is my first choice,” she said. “I love
science because it’s more hands-on. We just did an experiment in bio on
photosynthesis, where we drew the oxygen out of the plant leaves. It was
fun. But after taking chemistry last year, I found it so interesting that I
decided I wanted to do chemistry in college.”
Hahnah, who has two brothers Chaskin, 19, and Sanderson, 13, said she is very happy to be
graduating from Lake George because she feels she has learned a lot from the teachers here.
“It’s been nice,” she said. “The teacher are always ready to teach and they make the subjects
interesting. If a student is willing to try hard, they will be fine here.”

FBLA Food Drive Sets Record for Number of Items Collected
The Lake George Chapter of FBLA (Future Business
Leaders of America) collected at total of 1901 items during
its annual Sacred Heart Food Pantry Drive. The item total
overtook last year’s record collection of food and hygiene
products by 150.
The FBLA and its advisor, Mrs. Brenda Hoffman, were
able to break their collection record with prize incentives for
the guiderooms. Those that amassed the most food during the
two-week drive in January won meals and hockey tickets.
The grand prize went to Mr. Eric Rosenbrock’s 7th
grade with 126 items. The class earned a pizza party and the
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Greatest Giving Guideroom trophy.
Other winning rooms, by grade category were:
8th Grade: Mrs. Deborah Beck’s room with 68 items;
winning Fighting Spirit Hockey tickets @ LG Forum.
9th/10th Grade: Mrs. Hoffman’s room with 122 items;
winning breakfast at Panera’s.
11th/12th Grade: Mrs. Christina Howe’s room with 110
items; winning lunch at Docksider.
Food was delivered to Sacred Heart Food Pantry on
Friday, January 18th. The pantry, located in Lake George,
serves about 80 families per month.
FEBRUARY 2013
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Teachers Strive to Help Students
With New Math Standards

With the adoption of the Common Core State Standards, there has been
an increased focus on math time at the Intermediate II level. With the new
standards, there comes a higher level of rigor in Math than in the past. The
expectations for math in 5th and 6th grade simply require more time. To
account for this need, LGES needed to look at the time that was spent for
math instruction in the past and come up with ways to add time for math in
the schedule. The teaching staff was able to do this in some creative ways.
First, the move to grade level teams instantly added instructional time
for math each day. This occurred because home-base classes no longer need
to get into graded classes for math time. “Since we are no longer in multiage home-bases, we save a lot of time avoiding the transitions of the past,”
said Principal James Conway. “Up until last year, our students would switch
classes for math. All of the students would travel to be with students at the
same grade level and that took time. Now when it’s time for math, students
don’t move from one class to another. By losing the transitions and going
right into math instruction we have increased time in our math block every
day.”
This is a welcome change as Mr. Conway said that this year’s state math
assessments, which are aligned with the new national standards, are more
challenging for students. “With the move to the Common Core, math is at a
higher level. Our teachers have worked very hard the past several years to
ensure that our students will continue to do well on these new assessments,”
he said. “I’m optimistic that our students are meeting the standards, but we
really don’t know what the tests will look like because they’re all new.”
Another change at Intermediate II was devoting two out of six days of
WIN time to math intervention. Mr. Conway noted that at all levels teachers
have provided and continue to provided small group and individual support
during their math time. However, the math problems at Intermediate II can
be quite complex and require more time for intervention. The use of WIN
time with a math focus has been a trial at Intermediate II. “We will evaluate
the success of spending time in this manner at the end of the year” said
Conway.
One tool that teachers are using this year to help them ensure that every
student meets the new standards is AIMSWeb. Most parents are familiar
with AIMSWeb and ELA scores, but LGES decided to use the math software
this year as well. Three times a year, teachers utilize brief assessments in
math to screen and measure each student’s level of proficiency in basic math
skills. AIMSWeb scores help the teachers identify those students needing
more support and those who might benefit from lessons that extend or enrich
the content.
In addition, the Intermediate II teachers have been involved in a number
of math specific professional development opportunities this year. (See page 3
for more detail.)
LGES also sponsors some fun, afterschool and evening events involving
math including the Math-a-Thon and Math Night. Many teachers provide
afterschool opportunities for students to work on math.
When asked about how the students will do on the new assessments
with the additional focus on math at Intermediate II.
“We don’t know what to expect with the scores since the assessments
are all new,” said Mr. Conway. “ I do know that our teachers have worked
very hard to align our curriculum with the standards that the state will be
assessing. I know that we are providing more time for math instruction
at Intermediate II and we have increased our professional development
for our teachers. There is no doubt that our students should have a deeper
understanding because of the work that our staff has been doing.”
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Michael Fowler, Building a Future
Michael Fowler likes to build things –
Legos (his favorite), an Eiffel Tower with index
cards, and with other students, a tumble-wood
for the Odyssey of the Mind tournament.
It all feeds his endless curiosity, mainly
about math and science concepts, his two
favorite subjects at the elementary school.
“I like science because it’s hands-on,” said
the Intermediate
II fifth grader.
“We just made a
circuit. That was a
lot of fun.”
He also
enjoys math and
recited the order
of operations without prompting.
“First there is a parentheses, then exponent,
then multiplication, then division, then addition,
then subtraction,” he said. “It’s pretty easy.”
Perhaps it is for Michael who aspires to
be a high school science teacher. The 11-yearold also plays the alto saxophone, sings alto in
chorus and loves baseball.
“I’d like to pitch,” said Michael who
eagerly anticipates the season. “Right now, I’m
normally in the outfield.”
Michael, who is the youngest of six
children of Jim and Diane Fowler, is also
participating on the school’s team for the Battle
of the Books, a reading contest which pits Lake
George Elementary
School students up
against other districts’
students.
“I like to read,” he
said.
That’s a good thing
for a student who one
day will stand in front of
a class.
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Interact Club Renews its Good Works with Enthusiasm

The Interact Club is back, doing what it does best –
providing good works in the community and beyond.
The club, an offshoot of the Rotary Club, was on hiatus
for the past two years. With the addition of Maryellen Seaman
to the faculty, the club has been revived.
“I wanted to do this because different activities appeal to
different students,” said Mrs. Seaman. “Some kids like sports,
some like music. These students want to help their community
and to volunteer.”
So far this year, the club has baked 600 cookies for
military servicemen, an idea from teaching assistant Janine
Kandora, who is also a Blue Star Mother. Dozens were
wrapped, along with magazines, and sent to district alum who
are serving in bases in the U.S., Japan and Afghanistan.
“It was totally Janine’s idea,” said Mrs. Seaman. “The
kids really got into it and we got back so many nice letters and
photos thanking us. None of us expected that.”
In addition, the Interact Club stuffed shoeboxes with
toiletries and school supplies for children living in third
world countries through Samaritan’s Purse. Finally, the club
members raised $300 for Adopt-an-Angel, by selling angels in
school and at the mall during the holidays.
All this was achieved even before the club actually
became official – something that the students are working on
now with Lake George Rotary Club representative

David King.
“We are just getting our feet wet,” said King who
recently spoke with a dozen members of the club. “The
students have done a lot on a local level. But the Interact Club,
like the Rotary, is international. We want to make connections
with students in the international community – to learn about
what they are doing in India or elsewhere and maybe we can
get involved with them too. We might be able to collaborate on
something.”
The students are amenable. Jessica Bauder, a senior who
is the club president, is enthusiastic.
“Community services is always something I like doing,”
said Jessica. “This gives us a chance to help more people.”
Alizah Tariq, an 8th grader, agreed.
“It feels good,” she said with a smile.
Mrs. Seaman likes it too because not only does the club
help others, it builds leadership qualities in the students. It also
helps them to get to know others.
“It’s nice because the club has 7th graders to 12th
graders. Without the club, these students wouldn’t know each
other.”
Ultimately, said Mr. King, it’s about learning service over
self.
“That’s what the Rotary is all about and that is what we
can instill in the members of the Interact Club.”

