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The Community Conversation Continues
Board/Administrators to Meet with Community on November 29

The Lake George School District would like to thank those who participated in our
Community Conversation. The 168 stakeholders who came out that night spoke openly
and honestly about how what they valued and would like to see improved. In addition, the
district also received 21 responses on the website.
The Board of Education’s Community Relations Committee, which includes board
members, administrators and community members, has reviewed the data. Realizing the
need for more open and frequent communication with all stakeholders, the committee has
recommended that participants receive regular updates on events and policies at the school
via e-mail and through our website. We will also continue to send mailings home.
In addition, the board and administrators would like to meet with the community
on a regular basis to answer questions on everything from boardmanship to the tax cap.
The first event is set for 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Tuesday, November 29th. “The Conversation
Continues” will include a brief presentation on how the board and administrators have
already responded. The public will then have a chance to speak with board members and
administrators on school-related topics. Refreshments will be served and babysitting by
FBLA students will be available to parents. Latecomers are welcome.
In addition, the school is working on a budget forum, which will seek the public’s
opinion.
“The Community Relations Committee aims to facilitate communication between the
district and the community in the most effective way,” said Superintendent Patrick Dee.
“Though we do share information with the public on a regular basis, our outreach has not
always been effective. During these fiscally challenging times, we want to ensure that the
community has a clear understanding of what we do here.”

Lake George School District Ranked Best
School in County, Among Best in State

Buffalo Business First, a Buffalo-based business journal, has listed the Lake George
Central School District as number 52 in a ranking of 431 school districts throughout all of
upstate New York. In addition, it was rated as the best school district in Warren County.
“This is wonderful news,” said Superintendent Patrick Dee. “It helps us to all
remember that we are here to educate our children and we are doing it well.”
In June, The Business Review, an Albany publication, named the Lake George Central
School District as number 10 out of 85 Capital Region and North Country schools. While
that listing is based on many factors, including the district’s low school tax rate, the
assessment by Buffalo Business First is based solely on test scores.
For the last 20 years, Buffalo Business First has ranked its city schools. Last year, the
publication expanded its ranking to include Rochester schools. This is its first attempt to
evaluate schools throughout the state.
To see ranking of other area schools, please go to this link: http://tinyurl.
com/upstate2011 or http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/feature/schools/2011wnyschools/2011/10/2011-upstate-school-district-rankings.htm.
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National Speaker Tina Meier
Addresses Bullying With
Students and Community

The Antibullying Committee first began in the 2009-2010
school year with a group of students, faculty, and administrators
concerned with the various types of bullying within the school; by
the Fall of 2011 an anti-bullying policy was added to the Student
Handbook.
After the policy was adopted, the Antibullying Committee was
asked to present the new policy to the student body and community. The committee
believed it would be beneficial to find
a guest speaker that could relate to the
students and who could speak personally
about the effects of bullying. We were
privileged to be able to have Tina Meier
from St. Louis, Missouri, join us on the
first day of school. Ms. Meier lost her own
daughter to the taunting of cyberbullying.
She spoke to both the students and faculty
at an assembly during the school day.
At the end of the day, Ms. Meier led a
Tina Meier speaks out
breakout session that provided students an against bullying.
opportunity to speak about issues related
to bullying in the school. That evening, Ms. Meier spoke to over
100 supportive individuals from the community.
Her message was stated in her mission statement: “Bringing
awareness, education and promote positive change to children,
parents and educators in response to the ongoing bullying and
cyberbullying in our children’s daily environment.”
The future goals of the Anti-bullying Committee include
helping the district implement the Dignity for All Students Act
(DASA) and providing peer led anti-bullying education in the
elementary school.
—Cole Gailor, Grade 12

Congratulations to Our
National Senior Honor
Society Students

This year’s 2011 new
inductees National Senior
Honor Society are:
Caylie Asmonda
Mackenzie Baertschi
Vanessa Baird
Kaitlin Bauder
Jessica Bauder
Elizabeth Belyea
Aftab Bhatti
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Katie Dunn (Sr.)
Mason Gentner
Alex Labruzzo
Rachel Leombruno
Robert Leombruno
Connor McCoy
Aleesha McGrath
Tyler Prime
Morgan Rivette
Amber Ruther
Hahnah Saroff

Superintendent’s Message

I welcome you to the 2011-12 school year, which has been a
busy one so far. I hope you will enjoy reading this fall issue of News
& Views which highlights students, programs, and staff changes.
We were fortunate to have Tina Meier, a national speaker on antibullying, author Margie Palatini, and violin virtuoso Elizabeth Pitcarin,
visit our school district. Robin Weber and Kelly Buckley, elementary
teachers, have moved into new roles this year. Our FBLA and French
students have been busy; accounting students in Brenda Hoffman’s
class are learning more than just accounting. The courtyard at the
elementary school will be undergoing a renovation and we are looking
for volunteers to help.
It was a pleasant surprise to receive the news that our district was
ranked 52 out of 431 schools across the state based on evaluations
of our test scores and that Lake George was the top placed school in
Warren County. This achievement was accomplished through the hard
work of our students and staff along with the support of parents and
community members.
The Board of Education has formed three new committees
this year: the Athletic Committee, the Grants Committee and the
Community Relations Committee. These committees have been
actively engaged in activities to support the positive direction of the
district. The Athletic Committee has completed an Athletic Handbook
for all athletes, parents and spectators. The Grants Committee is busy
investigating alternative funding sources.
Thanks to all of you who came to the Community Conversation
in October, hosted by the Community Relations Committee. The
valuable information that we received through this forum has been
shared with the committee, Board of Education, and with you on
our website. We will be hosting another forum, “The Conversation
Continues” on Tuesday, November 29th, with Board members and
administrators available to talk with you. Please consider attending.

Please remember, if I can be of any assistance, don’t hesitate
to contact me. Enjoy what I am confident will be a wonderful year.

Attention District Voters

The location for the 2012-13 budget vote and Board of Education
election to be held on May 15, 2012, will be changed to the Lake
George Elementary School Gymnasium. The change of venue
was made to accommodate more parking.

Thank you to the students who transformed the Lake George Jr.-Sr. High School
Gymnasium into a “Starry Night in the Adirondacks” for this year’s Homecoming
Dance. The event was sponsored by the Class of 2014 and the Student Council.
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Welcome new faculty and staff

Bryan Hoolihan
Mechanic-bus driver

Robin Crescente
Cafeteria staff

Sue Oliva
School Safety

Sue Campbell
School Resource Officer

Bridget Crossman
Elementary Librarian

Robin Weber Takes High-Potential in New Direction
Life in Lake George is inextricably linked to the lake, as it is
the heartbeat of its history, ecology and economy.
With that in mind, the newly appointed high-potential/
enrichment teacher Robin Weber is grooming her students to
become good stewards of its waters and surrounding environs.
“The lake provides a wonderful opportunity for the
students,” said Mrs. Weber who has replaced long-time teacher
Jan Loonan. “It’s local, there are many environmental issues
tied to it, so it’s timely; and though it appears to be sciencebased, I can incorporate all disciplines of our curriculum
into the lessons. I can also incorporate 21st century skills and
technology.”
From Kindergarteners and Primary classes to the
Intermediate I and II afterschool clubs, Mrs. Weber has
designed a locally based and environmentally friendly program
for each. As part of that curriculum, each group is steeped in
hands-on activities, fostering a deeper understanding of the
subject.
Take the Intermediate II students whom Mrs. Weber
has dubbed the Lake Rangers. Dedicated to protecting the
watershed, they visit and explore the upland headwaters that
will eventually be transformed into an environmental park.
“They are learning how to be helpful and mindful,” said
Mrs. Weber.
Intermediate I students are the Eco-Wizards. They are
learning about composting and will grow a garden in the
courtyard in the spring.
“They will be backyard conservationists,” she said.
Her youngest students, on the Primary level, are the
Explorers. They are learning about soil and how to grow things
even in sandy soil, which is typical of the area’s land. They are
also learning to grow plants hydroponically.
The Kindergarteners will be learning with Legos while the
Tank Team, for Intermediate I and II high-potential students,
will be exploring robotics.
It’s not just the elementary students whom Mrs. Weber
works with. She also meets with 15 junior high school students
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Primary students examine soil samples in Mrs. Weber’s classroom.

once a week during study hall. She is prepping them to participate
in the Thinking Cap Quiz Bowl. In Mr. Bennett’s 8th grade class,
she has students participating in the National Current Events
League. The group’s first meet was November 4th.
“I love this work because there is so much flexibility and the
students are doing authentic, important work,” said Mrs. Weber
who has taught at the elementary school since 1983. “I’m lucky
that this position allows me to make this program my own and to
work with the needs of the community.”
She is proud of all of her students too, especially the
participants in the afterschool clubs that filled up with interested
students as soon as the clubs were formed.
“It just goes to show you that kids are looking for meaningful
work, too,” said Mrs. Weber. “It’s exciting.”
Members of the EcoWizard Club make
a small compost bin
out of a 2 liter soda
bottles during their
lunch hour.
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Elizabeth Pitcairn Bows Her Violin

Lake George Jr.-Sr. High School was recently host to a concert
performance by Elizabeth Pitcairin and the famed Red Violin.
Ms. Pitcairin, a virtuoso violinist, played her famous instrument
for our music students on November 16th.
Many of you may remember a movie in the 1990’s titled The
Red Violin. It was about a 1620 Stradivarius that was missing for
200 years until it resurfaced after WWII.
It was auctioned anonymously and purchased eventually by
Ms. Pitcairin, who is currently on tour. Legend has it that the
red in the violin comes from Stradivarius’ wife’s blood, who was
dying at the time he made it. He put some of her blood into the
varnish, thus giving the violin its red hue.

Richard Jelley Sings for Benefit

Senior Richard
Jelley performed
at BJSartworks
Gallery at the
Shirt Factory
on Saturday,
October 8th, for
the 4th Annual
Domestic
Violence
Awareness
Project. Richard
wrote and
composed an
original song
called “Break the
Chain”.

Margaret Earl Participates in Science Camp
Margaret Earl, a 7th grade Lake George student, attended
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute from July 24- August 5, 2011.
She applied and was accepted to participate in the ExxonMobil
Bernard Harris Summer Science Camp (EMBHSSC). The
EMBHSSC is a free, academic program of The Harris Foundation,
which takes an active role in shaping education. A total of 50
middle school students from the New York Capital Region in
grades 6, 7, and 8 with proven expertise and interest in math and
science participated.
The program is named after Dr. Bernard A. Harris an
accomplished NASA astronaut, physician and entrepreneur; Dr.
Harris, the first African American to walk in space, plays an active
role in the Summer Science Camp program and other programs for
underserved youths.
Science, mathematics and engineering are critical to society’s
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infrastructure for the 21st century and preserving that
future requires an investment in our youth today. Studies
have shown that the United States will face a critical shortage
of engineers, scientists and other technically trained workers in
the near future. To help address the nation’s math and science
crisis, ExxonMobil is committed to supporting programs and
organizations that focus on improving math and science education
from pre-school through higher education.
The theme of the 2011 EMBHSSC at Rensselaer was The Quest
for Life. The program was conducted in partnership with The
New York Center for Astrobiology at Rensselaer, a member of the
NASA Astrobiology Institute.

Financial Freedom Fridays

On any average day, one would expect to find accounting
students doing problems on a computer or in a workbook, but if
you were to walk into Brenda Hoffman’s accounting class on any
given Friday, you would likely see students on the floor doing
pushups and sit ups! “Why?” you might ask.
To encourage fitness and financial freedom, Mrs. Hoffman
has incorporated a personal finance segment into her accounting
curriculum. The warm up exercise each Friday begins with
some physical fitness and proceeds into a financial fitness
lesson. Utilizing financial guru Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
Curriculum, Lake George High School accounting students
are learning how to save, invest, build wealth, save and plan
for college, avoid the dangers of debt, be an aware consumer,
understand their credit report, budget, bargain shop, understand
taxes and understand insurance.
The focus is to teach students how to learn to live without debt
and learn how to make their money work for them. Accounting
is offered as a third unit of math credit as well as a business
credit. Five credits of business courses can be used in lieu of other
requirements for a student to earn an advanced regents diploma.
For more information or questions about this curriculum, feel free
to contact Mrs. Hoffman at hoffmanb@lkgeorge.org.

French Classes Celebrate and Induct

French classes had a busy fall with a celebration of National
French Week and an upcoming induction into the National French
Honor Society.
From November 8th to 14th, French teachers and students
across the country feted the French with cheese tasting, mousse
contest, spelling bee, French flag day, and a trivia contest.
An induction ceremony will be held for the newest members
of the National French Honor Society on November 28th. A hearty
congratulations goes out to new members: Aftab Bhatti, Tyler
Prime, Morgan Rivette, and Giselle Shaw.
In order to be considered for membership, students must meet
rigorous academic requirements set by the American Association
of Teachers of French: maintain a 90 or above average in French
and an 80 or above in every other class.
Students who remain members in good standing and complete
a French course in their senior year will receive graduation cords
and diploma seals.
The French class plans an immersion weekend on February
NOVEMBER 2011
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4th and 5th. The high school will be converted into a French city
for 8th grade students. Using passports they have prepared in
advance, students will pass through “customs” and then participate
in activities including obtaining money at a bank, checking
into a hotel, sightseeing in a city, visiting a zoo, going to a café/
restaurant, watching a French movie, and visiting a museum.
The goal of this program is to place students in an authentic
environment in order to improve their language skills. More
information is available to by contact Susan Frost at frosts@
lkgeorge.org.

Faculty Plays for the Power of Pink

Students Selected for Leadership Conference
LGHS is proud that it sent several students to a WSWHE
BOCES sponsored Student Leadership Conference entitled,
“The Choice is Yours!” on Wednesday, November 2nd. It was
a day of activities for students, featuring an interactive keynote
speaker, David Ashdown, the WSWHE BOCES’s Coordinator
for Instructional Technology Integration Programs. Mr. Ashdown
spoke on the important role of engaging students in an exploration
of proactive and appropriate decision making for young adults.
The school sent a team of students representing each grade
level from 7th through 12th grade. This will benefit the entire
school building as these students return to exercise and implement
newly discovered and learned leadership skills that they will apply
in their leadership roles within our school community.
As the US and NYS Education Departments have been driven
on the goal of “building upon the common core standards,” it’s
important to prepare our students beyond educational assessments.
To help all of our students grow in learning, we feel it’s
important to build into our student population opportunities to
grow in their leadership skills and abilities.

Special Education Seeks Parent Volunteers
Under New York State law, Parent Members are required to
be in attendance at all CPSE and full CSE meetings. The Special
Education Department is looking for additional parents who can
volunteer to serve as Parent Members.
You are eligible if you are the parent of a classified student, or
a student who was declassified or graduated within the past five
years.
As a Parent Member you will:
• Participate in discussions involving eligibility for Special
Education services and IEP development;
• Provide information and support to the parent of the student;
•	Help ensure that the parent understands and is comfortable
with the CPSE/CSE process;
•	Ensure all parent concerns are addressed.
If you have as little as one half day per month, please consider
serving in this vital capacity.
The amount of time you devote is at your discretion, and all
meetings occur during school hours. A training workshop is available. If you are interested in volunteering for this very important
task or would like more information, please contact Bernadette
Bechard in the CSE office at 668-5452 ext. 1100 or bechardb@
lkgeorge.org.
LAKE GEORGE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

At the start of the school year, administration, faculty and staff played in a volleyball tournament to raise money for the Power of Pink breast cancer research. The
Lime Green Team won, earning more than $900 for the cause.

FBLA Hosts Food Drive for Hurricane Victims
The Lake George Chapter of FBLA has jumpstarted the year
in a very productive way, accomplishing goals and setting new
ones. As a recap of the early fall year so far, chapter members
volunteered their time by providing childcare services at several
important school events including a PTSO meeting, Open House
at the junior-senior high school, and the Community Conversation
held on October 18th.
Altogether, they provided services, which include snacks,
games, coloring, and a movie to entertain the little ones, for
approximately 30 children for the three events.
The chapter also held a food drive for the Red Cross to help
victims of Hurricane Irene.
The Fall District Meeting for District 5 of FBLA was held at
the Lake George Forum and was coordinated by Samantha Root, a
senior at Lake George and District 5 Vice President.
Ninety-nine students attended from seven area schools. They
participated in workshops on team building, “Can I wear my
nose ring to the interview?” and “Taking your Chapter to the
next level,” and listened to guest speaker Jeffery Yule of Ronald
McDonald House Charity of the Capital Region.
Some of the workshops were run by current and former Lake
George students. The next District 5 meeting will be held in
February of 2012.

Author Palatini Visits Elementary Students
Award winning author Margie Palatini visited Lake George
Elementary School on October 24th. The author of such books
as “Piggie Pie!,” “Moosetache,” “Hogg, Hogg and Hog,” and
“Earthquack!,” hosted various assemblies throughout the day in the
elementary school’s Little Theater for the different levels.
Students had an opportunity to meet and greet author Palatini.
Books were available for purchase and Ms. Palatini graciously
offered to autograph the books.
Her visit was sponsored by the PTSO and the Lake George
Rotary Club. More information on Margie Palatini’s books can be
found at her website, www.margiepalatini.com.
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Emily Borgh, An Inspiration

Want inspiration? Talk to Emily Borgh, a junior who is involved in nearly every activity in school and still finds time to
volunteer at Glens Falls Hospital.
Her list of activities includes treasurer of Student Council, the Antibullying Committee, the Effective Schools
Committee, the Forum Committee, and the Athletic Council. She has applied to Varsity Club (as a member of the varsity
volleyball and basketball teams). In the neo-natal unit at the hospital, she keeps patients company by reading or talking
to them.
“It is a lot. I do as much as I can as efficiently as I can,” said the 16-year-old who aspires to be a nurse practitioner.
“It can be hard because I have no set schedule. Every day is different with meetings, practices, and games. But I think
if you are going to be a part of something, you have to make sure you can commit. You have to want to be there and do
the work. If you don’t, you are not benefitting yourself, the club, or committee. You’ll
be stressed out.”
Emily also takes a full load of classes including history, English, chemistry,
advanced algebra/trigonometry, French, as well as photography, which she finds
fascinating. She’s able to keep up with her schoolwork and her packed schedule,
thanks to back-to-back lunch and study hall periods.
“I usually eat for 10 minutes and then go to the library to do my homework,” she
said. “I try to get it all done before the end of the school day. That’s very helpful.”
As treasurer of Student Council, she meets monthly with Principal Francis
Cocozza to discuss ideas with the other officers. As in years past, the council will create food baskets for the needy at
Thanksgiving and supply kids with warm jackets, boots, and a full stocking for the holidays.
“We get up early and go shopping for them. It’s a lot of fun.”
She is also devoted to the efforts of the Antibullying Committee, which raises awareness of the problem of bullying
and promotes the newly adopted no tolerance policy. As part of that effort, the committee invited Tina Meier to the
school. Mrs. Meier’s daughter, Megan, committed suicide just days before her 14th
birthday, a victim of cyberbullying.
“It was an amazing presentation,” said Emily. “I would love to see no bullying at
our school, but it’s not that easy. It’s truly troubling.”
As a member of the Effective School Committee, which tries to unite the
student body with the community with special events, Emily is working on this year’s
Talent Show. She is also seeking students who can volunteer for Special Olympics,
something else she will do.
On the Forum Committee, Emily is a student representative on this shareddecision making body. Most recently, the group is discussing ways to promote better
communication between students and staff. Finally, her work on the Athletic Council
included reformulating the Athletic Handbook.
“It’s much more organized and condensed,” said Emily. “I think people will really
use it now.”

Kelly Buckley Helps to Unpack New Common Core Standards
Like all schools in New York State, the Lake George Central
School District is preparing to implement the newly adopted Common
Core State Standards. It’s a large undertaking as it requires not only
an understanding of what is expected of students, but also a plan as
to how the new standards can be seamlessly merged into the current
curriculum.
Guiding our teachers through these adjustments in grades K-8
is Kelly Buckley, who recently moved into the K-12 Curriculum
Coordinator position. She will be working with teachers from both
the elementary school and the jr.-sr. high school. According to Miss
Buckley, she is “unpacking the standards and providing support to the
classroom teachers.”
In the Common Core State Standards for ELA, the big push is
to incorporate informational texts. The balance should be 50 percent
fiction and 50 percent non-fiction. This means that students will be
reading more non-fiction in the classroom. Vocabulary will also
become more rigorous as a way to ensure college and career readiness.
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Changes in math related to the Common Core State Standards
emphasize fluency. Students will have to have a deeper knowledge
of their facts and be automatic when solving Mathematical problems.
Another related change is based on the depth of knowledge required for
mathematical understanding. “It’s no longer a mile wide and an inch
deep,” said Miss Buckley. “We are focusing on going deeper into the
content.” This year teachers in grades K-8 will be mapping the math
curriculum. This will allow teachers to truly see the changes in their
curriculum first hand and prepare for implementing the new standards
next fall.
The 2011-2012 school year is the final year that students will be
assessed based on the New York State Standards in ELA and math. The
following year, the student assessments in grades 3 through 8 will be
based on the Common Core State Standards. More information about
what form these assessments will take and the timeline for assessments
is expected to be released in December. Additional standards in science
and social studies are scheduled to be rolled out in 2013.
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T.J. Powell, Keeping It Fun

PTSO President Christine Ross talks about plans for the courtyard, which include
removing the trees that are to her right.

Courtyard to be Transformed
into an Engaging Classroom
On most days, the courtyard at Lake George Elementary School
looks abandoned. The concrete benches are empty; the picnic table
is unoccupied; and the mounds of dirt, intended for gardens, lay
fallow.
But by fall of 2013, the courtyard should be transformed into
a dynamic learning space. With the help of grants and, hopefully,
many volunteers, the new yard will focus the students on the
community’s most precious resource, the lake.
Plans include a community garden and a hardscape model of
the lake with kiosks to illustrate native and invasive species. It will
also feature a composting bin that can be used for the gardens and a
display of Native American traditional foods and shelters. Students
will also be invited to create an art wall.
“Initially, we just wanted to make the courtyard look better,”
said Christine Ross, the PTSO president. “We wanted it to be more
inviting. But then Mrs. [Robin] Weber [the new High Potential/
Enrichment teacher] suggested turning it into an actual learning
environment.”
In the new courtyard, students will be able to learn about storm
water run off, water quality, and how the lake benefits the entire
community.
“What students can learn out here will touch all facets of
the curriculum,” said Mrs. Ross. “Science and social studies
especially.”
To help in the effort, Mrs. Weber’s husband, Bert, a retired
teacher who is currently the Community Educator and Community
Garden Coordinator for Cornell Cooperative Extension, joined
the courtyard committee and has helped the PSTO apply for
grant money to help with the project. The largest one, totaling
$36,630, is from the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation. The PTSO was already awarded a $2,500 grant from
SCA. But even if the grants are awarded to the school, Mrs. Ross
said the PTSO can’t do a thing without volunteers.
“It will be great to have the money. It will be a huge help,” she
said. “But we really need volunteers. They are essential.”
Stan Hunt Tree Removal Service, for example, is donating a
large part of their time to remove the courtyard’s five remaining
trees, and volunteers are still needed to help with cleanup. To help,
please call Mrs. Ross at 792-0111.
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If you ask T.J. Powell what is his favorite thing about
school, he’ll jokes “Does lunch and recess count?”
Then he’ll laugh and then tell you with an enthusiastic
smile, “I like to see all my friends and learn new things every
day. I like to see the teachers too. But if I have to pick a favorite subject, it would be math.”
The Intermediate II sixth grader is not sure why he likes
math, but it does seem to come naturally to the boy who
loves to socialize. And while his friends, family and pets top
his list of loves, he attributes his thirst for knowledge to his
teachers.
“They are really good,”
but not always easy. He
says he gets through the
hard subjects, like writing,
by “paying attention and
keeping my eyes on the
teacher.” He also mentioned that all students
should, “always take notes
if a teacher asks you to.”
T.J. also plays saxophone in the band directed by Susan
Mason.
“I used to play clarinet, but the saxophone is kind of the
same. It’s the same fingering, just kind of heavy.”
While not crazy about every
subject, T.J. keeps up with his daily
homework by finishing it before he
goes outside to play. That’s when
he meets up again with his friends,
who are essential to his good
nature. Together, they play soccer
and Little League baseball.
When not out with his friends,
he likes to runs around with his dog
Bella, a lab mix, or tries to interact
with one of his four cats. He thinks
about his future too at the junior
high school, the next step on the academic ladder.
“My sister Caitlyn says it’s really fun and a lot easier,” he
said.
He’s looking forward to that.

Pick Up the Phone and Donate
The Lake George Scholarship Association will conduct its 15th
Annual Phone-a-Thon from 4 to 8 p.m. on January 5, 2012. The
Lake George National Senior Honor Society students will phone
community members to ask for donations for scholarships that
are later awarded to deserving seniors. Donors may pay on-line
by credit card or they may use a pledge card. More information
is available on the website at www.lgscholarship.org or by calling
Guidance Office at 668-5452.
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Top Choral Students Sing in All-County Festival at High School
Ten Lake George
had a great director, and
Elementary School choral
I made new friends who
students joined 90 other
love making music”, added
5th and 6th grade music
Sydney Daniger, an older
students from neighboring
Intermediate II student.
Washington County Schools
This year’s Lake
on November 4th and 5th for
George Elementary School
the 2011 Washington County
WCAMTA All-County
Music Teacher’s Association
students include: Owen
(WCAMTA) Vocal AllSnyder, Julia DickinsonCounty Festival at the Lake
Frevola, Colin Fitzpatrick,
George Jr.-Sr. High School.
Case Prime, Andrew Schiavo,
The WCAMTA AllSydney Daniger, Charlotte
Elementary music teacher Kenneth Schenk poses with the 10 students chosen to perform in
County Vocal Festival is a
Holding, Grace Hatin,
the Vocal All-County Festival at the jr.-sr. high school.
long-standing enrichment
Spencer Catlin, and Liam
opportunity for the finest
Larsen.
George Elementary Vocal Music Director,
singers from regional participating schools Kenneth Schenk. “The students not only
The culmination of numerous hours
as well as an anticipated musical tradition
of practice and rehearsal occur at the
gain valuable musical knowledge; many
choral students wait eagerly for. The vocal develop lasting friendships with students
WCAMTA Vocal All-County Festival
music directors from each school select
concert at the Lake George Jr.-Sr. High
from other districts. All-County is only
students through an audition process,
School.
one of the many reasons why teaching
which varies by district. “The most
Monies raised from ticket sales provide
music is such a joy and passion. Music
thrilling part of this process is observing
summer music lesson scholarships to
may be the ‘hook’ that some students need
the students’ musical growth during all
the eleven participating schools (one per
to succeed in school.”
stages of the experience, from rehearsals
school), as well as one scholarship to a
“I loved being in All-County last
to the final performance,” said Lake
senior enrolled in a college music program.
year because we sounded so great,

